St. John United Church of Christ
“In Christ We Live, Celebrate, & Serve”

	March 13, 2022
	           Second Sunday in Lent (C)

	Rev. Karla Frost, Pastor
	Ritch Alexander, Organist

	9:30 Zoom & In-Person Worship
	9:30 Sunday School for Children

	2901 Nameoki Road
	Granite City, IL 62040

	E-stjohnucc2901gc@yahoo.com
	                          (618) 877-6060


Web-stjohnuccgranitecity.com
Currently face masks are RECOMMENDED.
Large print bulletins are available from the Ushers.
Bold italic denotes congregation reads or sings.
*Denotes all who are able, please stand.

WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BELLS CALLING TO WORSHIP

A STORY FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN              John 4:46b-51, 53
          The Second Sunday of Lent from “Journey to Easter”

PRELUDE AND CENTERING OUR HEARTS ON WORSHIP
                                     Guide Me to Thee                            Tonioli

CALL TO WORSHIP AND CONFESSION1  
The psalmist sings, “One thing I asked of the Lord, 
that I will seek after: 
	To live in the house of the Lord 
	all the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the Lord, 
and to inquire in God’s temple.”
Sisters and brothers, God is good, 
and in love and mercy greets us here.
	The Lord is our light and our salvation; 
	whom shall we fear?
With humble hearts, 
let us confess our sins before God and one another.
Merciful God, you have made us citizens of heaven, but we confess that we have set our minds on earthly things. 
	We have let our desire for security restrain our
-2-
commitment to serve the poor.  We have let our fear of 
danger curb our obligation to love our enemies.  We have let our love of things dull our generosity to the needy.  We have let our craving for public status prevent our honesty about hidden sins.  Yet, you know the desires of our heart and nothing is hidden from you.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, conform our sin-weakened bodies to the glory of Christ, that we may be the body of Christ for the world.  Amen.
God, our light and our salvation, does not forsake us or leave us with our sin.  In Christ we are forgiven and offered the gift of healing repentance.  Thanks be to God!

[bookmark: _Hlk67493645]*HYMN	     “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                 #264

*RESPONSIVE READING        Adapted from Philippians 3:17-4:1                                                                      
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us.
For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 
Their end is destruction; there god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things.
But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

*SUNG RESPONSE         “Glory Be to the Father”             #734

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON	             Psalm 27          

SPECIAL MUSIC      Jesus, Be Present Now                        Choir

GOSPEL LESSON         Luke 13:31-55
                   
REFLECTION    
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN             “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”                 #513

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION1 & UNISON LORD’S PRAYER
Congregation responds to each petition with:
		Lord, have mercy.
...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.     

STEWARDSHIP INVITATION

OFFERTORY      Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee          Johnson

*RESPONSE   “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”   
                                                                               Vss. 1 & 4 #250
Throughout these Lenten days and nights 
we turn to walk the inward way, 
where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, 
we live in hope till Easter Day.

And though the road is hard and steep, 
the Spirit ever calls us on 
through Calvary’s dying, dark and deep, 
until we see the coming Dawn.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION1   
                                                   (A Morning Prayer for every day.)                
	Dear God, I do not know all of the challenges that face me this day, but still I pray:  If I should be tempted by desire for earthly gain, remind me of my citizenship in heaven.  If I should be distracted by hunger, satisfy me with your Holy Spirit until I hunger no more.  Let me walk in the way of Christ so that my life and offerings testify in deed and word, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”  Amen.	

*HYMN                   “Lead On, O King Eternal”                    #508
-4-
*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE	                  Wonderful Words                  Hymn Tune  

1Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2012.

[bookmark: _Hlk85625547][bookmark: _Hlk78527605][bookmark: _Hlk83971367]“The Lord is [our] light and [our] salvation. ... The Lord is the stronghold of [our] life” (Psalm 27:1, NRSV). Welcome to worship. 

[bookmark: _Hlk78875246]If you would like to place flowers on the altar, and pick them up Monday, please call Rosalie Watson at (618) 741-2979. If you would like to sponsor the bulletins, please call the church office at 877-6060. The next available date to sponsor bulletins is April 24.  

Thank you to Kiki Cochran for serving as liturgist today. And thank you to Rev. Dr. Don Wagner, Pastor of St. Paul UCC in Lebanon, IL for creating and sharing the Lenten Devotional “Journey to Easter”.  Additional daily readings can be found at www.stpaulucc-lebanon.org.

THIS WEEK
Today:		 In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			 Sunday School for Children (In Fellowship Hall  
			 kitchen), 9:30 a.m. 
			 Daylight Saving Time Begins
Monday: 		 Al-Anon, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
			 Brotherhood St. Patrick’s Day Party, 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday:		 Quilters, 8:30 a.m.
			 Bible Study, 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday:	 TOPS, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
			 Bell Choir, 6:00 p.m.
			 Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday:		 GCC Band Rehearsal, 6:15-9:30 p.m.
Next Sunday: In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
			 Fellowship Hour Sponsored by Sunday School  
			 Families
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We extend our Christian sympathy to the family of Carol Hildebrand, who passed from this life on Friday, March 4, 2022. May the peace and comfort that come from God sustain her loved ones during this time of grief. 

We extend our Christian sympathy to the family of Cory Frost, Pastor Karla Frost’s brother, who passed from this life on Tuesday, March 8, 2022 in Las Vegas, Nevada. May the peace and comfort that come from God sustain his loved ones during this time of grief. 

SEND A SEMI TO UKRAINE
Our cemetery and church will be collecting items to ship to Ukraine. The goal is to fill a semi-trailer with much-needed supplies for the Ukrainian people. Donations will be accepted on Saturday, March 26th, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and on Sunday, March 27th, from Noon – 4:00 p.m. Collection will take place in the church’s parking lot. 

The following items are requested: granola bars, hand sanitizer, sm. 6 oz. bottled water, juice boxes/pouches, feminine hygiene products, tuna/chicken pouches, poptarts/poptart bites, hard candy (no chocolate), cheese/peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks/rollups, bandaides, antibacterial cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste, chapstick, slim jims, paper plates, napkins, paper cups, plastic silverware, diapers, formula, wipes, baby food in plastic containers, travel sized items (shampoo, body wash, lotion, bar soap, facial tissues). 

Monetary donations will also be greatly appreciated to help offset shipping costs. You can donate in two places, the first is via a Go Fund Me (search for “Send a Semi to Ukraine”) and the second is via the church website (just click the “donate” tab). Checks payable to St. John UCC Cemetery or cash will be accepted at the collections site. If you have questions, please call the cemetery office at 618-876-5811.
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BROTHERHOOD MEAT SALE
The Brotherhood will be accepting preorders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning, April 8 & 9, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Due to Illinois state regulations, no meat can be returned to Meat market, thus pre-orders are mandatory. Please have all pre-orders back to Brotherhood by March 28, 2022. Make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 

SCRIP
The scrip program has resumed. Plans are to submit orders the third Sunday of each month with gift cards distributed the following week. Please give your orders along with your check payable to St. John UCC to Betty Meszaros. Order forms are available on the information table in Fellowship Hall. You can participate even if you are not attending in person worship service. Just send your order and payment to the church. Delivery of your gift cards will be arranged. Cards are great to have on hand for your personal use or as gifts. Please contact Melissa Lane or Betty Meszaros (618-451-1968 or 618-670-5267 cell) if any questions. 

[image: Text
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Sunday School for Children will resume March 20th and will meet in Fellowship Hall. 

[image: A picture containing graphical user interface

Description automatically generated]
MISSION OF THE MONTH
On the Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 27, 2022), the United Church of Christ and our Ecumenical Partners join together for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. Be sure to clearly label offerings so the counters can properly credit them. 



-7-
[image: Shape

Description automatically generated]
CARDINALS GAME TO CELEBRATE 160TH ANNIVERSARY
If you would like to attend the St. Louis Cardinals vs Chicago Cubs game on Friday, June 24th at 7:15 p.m., order your tickets as soon as possible! They are $51.00 per person and must be purchased no later than April 3rd. Seats are located in the outfield, tier three. Cash or checks can be turned in along with the included order form (order forms were also available in the March edition of the “Herald”) to Mary Jo Seibold, Mike Seibold, or to Angela in the church office. Checks should be made out to St. John United Church of Christ. If you’d like to pay for your tickets with a card, go to the church website, click on the donate button, and click the “Cardinals vs. the Chicago Cubs” tile. Attendees will be given a physical ticket at least a week prior to the game. 

OUR PRAYERS
Nursing & Assisted Living
[bookmark: _Hlk89862054][bookmark: _Hlk90537321][bookmark: _Hlk90539581]Cedarhurst of Granite City, Memory Care, 3432 Village Lane, Granite City, IL 62040
	JoAnn King, #113, 
The Fountains of West County, 15826 Clayton Rd, Ellisville, MO 63011
Ruth Buer, #215
Granite Nursing & Rehab, 3500 Century Dr, Granite City, IL 62040
	Karen Luddeke
Meridian Village, 27 Auerbach Pl., Glen Carbon, IL 62034
Mary Lee Krohne, #611 (Call Linda Nitchman for updates)
Villas of Holly Brook, 121 S. Bluff Rd, Collinsville, IL 62234
	Hilde Few, #208
At Home
Ritch Alexander, 2243 Cleveland, G.C., IL 62040
Isabella Boyer, 4722 S. Hazel, Edwardsville, IL 62025
Marlene Brokaw, 112 Summit Rdg., Maryville, IL 62062
Myra Cook, 4034 Stearns Ave., G.C., IL 62040
Randy Fischer, 2517 Edison Ave., G.C., IL 62040
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Bonnie Fornaszewski, 200 Carlson Ave., Apt. 17D, Washington, IL 61571
Mary Franz, 3117 Willow Ave., G.C., IL 62040
Lou Hasse, 2689 Westmoreland Dr. Unit 2, G.C., IL 62040
Norman Hente, 3708 Joyce St., G.C., IL 62040
Bill McAmish, 3320 Colgate Pl., G.C., IL 62040
Sandy Mueller, 308 Warson Ln., G.C., IL 62040
Cliff Robertson, 2336 O’Hare Ave., G.C., IL 62040
Merle Rose, 2447 Waterman Ave., G.C., IL 62040 
Marge Schmidt, 4857 Danielle Court, G.C., IL 62040
June Stille, 49 Riviera, G.C., IL 62040
Janice Weeks, 2650 Iowa, G.C., IL 62040 
Don Young, 112 Summit Rdg., Maryville, IL 62062
Illinois South Conference
Grantfork UCC, Rev. Tim (Janet) Darmour-Paul. Hamel Immanuel UCC, Rev. Dana Schindler. Retired Pastors, Rev. Fred and Shirley Wehrenberg, Columbia, IL. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 27
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh—my adversaries and foes—they shall stumble and fall. 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against 
me, yet I will be confident. 4 One thing I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple. 5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock. 6 Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! 8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, LORD, do I seek. 9Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 10 If my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will take me up. 11 Teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 
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12 Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and they are breathing out violence. 13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 14 Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!
Luke 13:31-55
31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. 33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
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[bookmark: _Hlk90540570]CALL FOR INFORMATION
Bell Choir – Talk to Kathy Morris, 618-210-6095
Cemetery - Talk to Kathy Montgomery, 618-876-5811
Chancel Choir – Talk to Ritch Alexander, 618-451-5092
Council –   Talk to Caslyn Brandes, President, 618-802-1152
Kiki Cochran, Vice President, 618-797-2511
Evening Guild – Talk to Christie Roth, 618-931-6194
Financial Reports – Talk to Mike Seibold, Treasurer, 
618-792-4301 
Angela Potter, 618-877-6060 church office
Heavenly Stars – Talk to Betty Meszaros, 618-451-1968
Karen Gaines, 618-288-0845
Herald – Talk to Angela Potter 618-877-6060 church office
Hilltoppers – Talk to Dee Roethemeyer, 618-876-6860
[bookmark: _Hlk33522383]Historian – Talk to Sandy Dawson, 618-931-3467
Men’s Brotherhood – Talk to Chuck Hasse, 618-876-0936,
Dave Douglas, 618-452-3336
Quilters – Talk to Sandy Dawson 618-931-3467 
Doris Peterson 618-877-1606
Sausage Dinner – Talk to Donna Brandes, 618-802-1072
	Nancy Jacobs, 618-931-0673
Scrip Orders – Talk to Melissa Lane, 314-575-7627 or 
Betty Meszaros 618-451-1968
Sunday School – Talk to Donna Brandes, 618-802-1072
Youth Fellowship – Talk to Sharon O’Toole, 618-797-1802










[bookmark: _Hlk97284971]
“In the Cross of Christ I Glory”
In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime. 

When the woes of life o’er-take me, 
Hopes deceive and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me. 
Lo! It glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming
Light and love upon my way, 
From the cross the radiance streaming 
Adds more luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,
By the cross are sanctified; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Joys that thro’ all time abide. 

“Glory Be to the Father”
Glory be to the Father, 
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 











“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”
Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
You soldiers of the cross, 
Lift high his royal banner, 
It must not suffer loss; 
From victory unto victory
His army shall he lead, 
Till every foe is vanquished 
And Christ is Lord indeed. 

Stand up, Stand up for Jesus, 
The trumpet call obey; 
Forth to the mighty conflict 
In this his glorious day. 
You that are brave, now serve him
Against unnumbered foes; 
Let courage rise with danger, 
And strength to strength oppose. 

Stand up, Stand up for Jesus, 
Stand in his strength alone; 
The arm of flesh will fail you – 
You dare not trust your own; 
Put on the gospel armor, 
Each piece put on with prayer; 
Where duty calls, or danger, 
Be never wanting there. 

Stand up, Stand up for Jesus, 
The strife will not be long; 
This day the noise of battle, 
The next, the victor’s song: 
To those who conquer evil
A crown of life shall be; 
They with the King of glory
Shall reign eternally. 





“Lead On, O King Eternal”
Lead on, O King Eternal, 
The day of march has come; 
Hence-forth in fields of conquest
Your tents shall be our home. 
Through days of preparation
Your grace has made us strong, 
And now, O King Eternal, 
We lift our battle song. 

Lead on, O King Eternal, 
Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
And holiness shall whisper
The sweet Amen of peace; 
For not with swords loud clashing, 
Nor roll of stirring drums, 
With deeds of love and mercy
The heavenly kingdom comes. 

Lead on, O King Eternal, 
We follow, not with fears; 
For gladness breaks like morning
Where’er your face appears; 
Your cross is lifted o’er us; 
We journey in its light; 
The crown awaits the conquest: 
Lead on, O God of might. 















WEEKEND KICKOFF EVENT 
CELEBRATE THE 160TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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Attend the St. Louis Cardinals vs. the Chicago Cubs game
Friday, June 24th, 7:15 p.m.

We will sit in the outfield, tier three, and watch the action. The church’s name and group members attending will flash on the stadium’s BIG screen so we can wave and yell to everyone. ALL are invited to purchase tickets and attend – that means not only members, but family, friends, and their friends and families as well. 

Ticket Price is $51.00 per person. 

Reservations and ticket payment must be made no later than April 3rd. Cash or check can be accepted with this order form. Checks should be made out to St. John United Church of Christ. For those who would like to pay for their tickets via Visa, MasterCharge, or Discover – go to the church website, click on the donate button, next, click on the Cardinals vs the Chicago Cubs ticket order tile. 

Attendees will be given a physical ticket at least a week prior to the game. 

Name of person purchasing tickets (print) 

______________________________________

Number of tickets __________X $51.00

Total Amount due at time of order _________

Please turn in your order form to the church office.
 


Please order a lily for me.  Plants will cost $12.00 each.  Fill in the lines below exactly as you wish it to appear in the bulletin; (i.e., Mr., or Mrs., or 
Miss, etc.)  DEADLINE to order a lily is March 28, 2022.

(Please attach payments to this form and place either in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.)  PLEASE  PRINT CLEARLY !!!!


IN LOVING MEMORY OF______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN HONOR OF________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN GRATITUDE FOR___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

BY

NAME:______________________________________________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________

# OF LILIES ORDERED  __________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 		

(Make checks payable to: St. John United Church of Christ)
[bookmark: _Hlk97284523][bookmark: _Hlk97284524][bookmark: _Hlk97284537][bookmark: _Hlk97284538]St. John Brotherhood Spring Meat Sale
    March 28, 2022 preorder due-date
   April 8/9, 2022 pickup
We will be accepting pre-orders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning April 8/9  from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Due to new Illinois state regulations no meat can be returned to Meat market thus pre-orders are now mandatory.  Please have all preorders back to Brotherhood by March 28.  Please make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 

Name__________________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________Cash_________ Check_______
	
	QUANTITY
	PRICE
	TOTAL

	Pork sausage link 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Pork sausage bulk 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Bacon
	___________
	$8.50
	___________

	Bratwurst 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Metwurst Ring
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Pork Ring (liver sausage)
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Blood Sausage
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	HEAD CHEESE
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Sliced Summer Sausage
	___________
	$14.50
	___________

	Hot Sticks
	___________
	$25.00
	___________


The following items are to be priced at the time of pick-up.

FULL HAM ______, HALF HAM ______, PORK LOIN _____,  PORK RIBS _____, 

SUMMER SAUSAGE _____, BACK BONES _____, ½ SUMMER SAUSAGE ____

TENDERLOIN ______, SMOKED PORK CHOPS ______, PORK STEAKS ______

[bookmark: _Hlk97284579][bookmark: _Hlk97284580]The Brotherhood would like to thank you for your continued support. A portion of the proceeds 
from the meat sale will go to several local charities. Any questions or to order over the phone 
please contact David Douglas at 618-806-4795. 

Brotherhood Semi-Annual 
Meat Sale

March 28, 2022 is
 last day to Pre-order
April 8/9 Pickup 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Pre-orders Mandatory
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