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Currently face masks are RECOMMENDED.
Large print bulletins are available from the Ushers.
Bold italic denotes congregation reads or sings.
*Denotes all who are able, please stand.

WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BELLS CALLING TO WORSHIP

A STORY FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN                       John 6:30-35
          The Third Sunday of Lent from “Journey to Easter”

PRELUDE AND CENTERING OUR HEARTS ON WORSHIP
                                 Near to the Heart of God                    McAfee

CALL TO WORSHIP AND CONFESSION1  
Everyone who thirsts:
[bookmark: _Hlk98407278]	Come to the waters, seek the Lord,
	repent and return so that you may live.
All who are hungry for righteousness:
	Come to the waters, seek the Lord,
	repent and return so that you may live.
All who need the help of God:
Come to the waters, seek the Lord,
repent and return so that you may live.
The Scriptures call us to turn from sinful ways and return to God, who offers mercy and pardon.  Trusting in that mercy, let us call upon God who is near.
Holy God, we confess that we have grown complacent in our response to you.  You set before us a rich feast of blessing, but we are drawn to lesser things that cannot 
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satisfy.  You call us to attend to urgent needs in the world, but we indulge our own desires.  Our ways are not your ways; our thoughts do not ascend to your thoughts.  Forgive us when we fall short of your claim upon our lives.  Disturb our complacency and quicken our desire for a more fruitful life.  Be patient, we pray, as we amend who we are, in the hope of becoming who you intend us to be.  We ask this in the name of our Savior, your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
God’s love is sure and steadfast, always providing a way out, a way through, a way back to God.
Through the waters of baptism, we have died with Christ and are raised with him.  With gratitude, in faith, we will walk the way of Christ.

[bookmark: _Hlk67493645]*HYMN	    “Open My Eyes, That I May See”               #480
 
*RESPONSIVE PSALTER READING                       Psalm 63:1-8                                                                      
O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you;
My flesh faints for you, 
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
beholding your power and glory.
Because your steadfast love is better than life, 
my lips will praise you.
So I will bless you as long as I live; 
I will lift up my hands and call on your name.
My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, 
And my mouth praises you with joyful lips 
when I think of you on my bed, 
and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
	For you have been my help, 
	and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.

*SUNG RESPONSE         “Glory Be to the Father”             #734

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON	             Isaiah 55:1-9

ANTHEM           This Is a Day of New Beginnings     Glockenspiel
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GOSPEL LESSON             Luke 13:1-9                   

SERMON    

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN               “Have Thine Own Way, Lord!”                  #486

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION1 & UNISON LORD’S PRAYER
Congregation responds to each petition with:
	Sometimes we find ourselves in a dry and weary land.
	…..Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.     

STEWARDSHIP INVITATION

OFFERTORY            The Lord’s My Shepherd                    Wilson

*RESPONSE   “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”   
                                                                               Vss. 1 & 4 #250
Throughout these Lenten days and nights 
we turn to walk the inward way, 
where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, 
we live in hope till Easter Day.

And though the road is hard and steep, 
the Spirit ever calls us on 
through Calvary’s dying, dark and deep, 
until we see the coming Dawn.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION1   
	God of wilderness and Promised Land, in days of want and in days of plenty, you have been with us.  By these gifts we now share, may others know of your providence and care.  Send us—not only our offerings, but our very selves—to console and comfort, to lift up and reach out, to listen and sit beside your children everywhere at the one Table you have set; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                
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*HYMN                     “Blessed Assurance”                          #426

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE	                  He Leadeth Me                         Bradbury  

1Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2012.

[bookmark: _Hlk85625547][bookmark: _Hlk78527605][bookmark: _Hlk83971367]God invites us through Isaiah: “All you who are thirsty, come to the waters” (55:1, NIV). Jesus, the Living Water, is eager to quench your parched soul. 

[bookmark: _Hlk78875246]If you would like to place flowers on the altar, and pick them up Monday, please call Rosalie Watson at (618) 741-2979. If you would like to sponsor the bulletins, please call the church office at 877-6060. The next available date to sponsor bulletins is April 24.  

Thank you to Karen Gaines for serving as liturgist today. Thank you to Rev. Dr. Don Wagner, Pastor of St. Paul UCC in Lebanon, IL for creating and sharing the Lenten Devotional “Journey to Easter”.  Additional daily readings can be found at www.stpaulucc-lebanon.org.
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THIS WEEK
Today:		 In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			 Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.
			 Fellowship Hour Sponsored by Sunday School  
			 Families 
Monday: 		 Al-Anon, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
			 Herald Deadline
Tuesday:		 Quilters, 8:30 a.m.
			 Bible Study, 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday:	 TOPS, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
			 Bell Choir, 6:00 p.m.
			 Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.
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Thursday:		 Church Women United, 9:30 a.m.
			 GCC Band Rehearsal, 6:15-9:30 p.m.
Saturday: 	 Send a Semi to Ukraine Collection, 9:00 a.m- 
			 4:00 p.m.
Next Sunday: In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
			 Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.
			 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
			 Send a Semi to Ukraine Collection, 12:00-4:00
			 p.m.
			 Game Night, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

SEND A SEMI TO UKRAINE
Our cemetery and church will be collecting items to ship to Ukraine; the goal is to fill a semi-trailer with much-needed supplies for the Ukrainian people. Donations will be accepted next Saturday, March 26th, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and next Sunday, March 27th, from Noon – 4:00 p.m. Collection will take place in the church’s parking lot. 

The following items are requested: granola bars, hand sanitizer, sm. 6 oz. bottled water, juice boxes/pouches, feminine hygiene products, tuna/chicken pouches, poptarts/poptart bites, hard candy (no chocolate), cheese/peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks/rollups, bandaides, antibacterial cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste, chapstick, slim jims, paper plates, napkins, paper cups, plastic silverware, diapers, formula, wipes, baby food in plastic containers, travel sized items (shampoo, body wash, lotion, bar soap, facial tissues). 

We are also in need of boxes to pack and ship these items to Ukraine. Boxes can be dropped off in the covered carport between the cell tower and the dumpster area in the church parking lot.  

Monetary donations will also be greatly appreciated to help offset shipping costs. You can donate in two places, the first is via a Go Fund Me (search for “Send a Semi to Ukraine”) and the second is via the church website (just click the “donate” tab). Checks payable to St. John UCC Cemetery or cash will be accepted at the collections site. If you have questions, please call the cemetery office at 618-876-5811.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Sunday School for Children resumes today, March 20th, and will meet in Fellowship Hall. 
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EASTER LILIES
Easter Lily orders are due Monday, March 28, 2022. Plants are $12.00 and checks should be made payable to St. John United Church of Christ. An order form has been included with this bulletin and additional order forms are available on the information table in Fellowship Hall.
			
BROTHERHOOD MEAT SALE
The Brotherhood is accepting preorders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning, April 8 & 9, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Due to Illinois state regulations, no meat can be returned to Meat market, thus pre-orders are mandatory. Please have all pre-orders back to Brotherhood by March 28, 2022. Make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 

[image: A picture containing graphical user interface
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MISSION OF THE MONTH
On the Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 27, 2022), the United Church of Christ and our Ecumenical Partners join together for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. Be sure to clearly label offerings so the counters can properly credit them. 
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CARDINALS GAME TO CELEBRATE 160TH ANNIVERSARY
If you would like to attend the St. Louis Cardinals vs Chicago Cubs game on Friday, June 24th at 7:15 p.m., order your tickets as soon as possible! They are $51.00 per person and must be purchased no later than April 3rd. Seats are located in the outfield, tier three. Cash or checks can be turned in along with the included order form (order forms were also available in the March edition of the “Herald”) to Mary Jo Seibold, Mike Seibold, or to Angela in the church office. Checks should be made out to St. John United Church of Christ. If you’d like to pay for your tickets with a card, go to the church website, click on the donate button, and click the “Cardinals vs. the Chicago Cubs” tile. Attendees will be given a physical ticket at least a week prior to the game. 

SCRIP
The scrip program has resumed. TODAY IS THE DAY! Plans are to submit orders the third Sunday of each month with gift cards distributed the following week. Please give your orders along with your check payable to St. John UCC to Betty Meszaros. You can participate even if you are not attending in person worship service. Just send a note and payment to the church. Delivery of your gift cards will be arranged. Cards are great to have on hand for your personal use or as gifts. Consider gift cards as part of Easter “baskets”. Even adults like to receive Easter candy but how many chocolate bunnies can a person eat? Most fast foods are available in $10 denominations. Please contact Melissa Lane or Betty Meszaros (618-451-1968 or 618-670-5267) if any questions. 

OUR PRAYERS
[bookmark: _Hlk89862054][bookmark: _Hlk90537321][bookmark: _Hlk90539581]Cedarhurst of Granite City, Memory Care, 3432 Village Lane, Granite City, IL 62040
	JoAnn King, #113, 
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The Fountains of West County, 15826 Clayton Rd, Ellisville, MO 63011
Ruth Buer, #215
Granite Nursing & Rehab, 3500 Century Dr, Granite City, IL 62040
	Karen Luddeke
Meridian Village, 27 Auerbach Pl., Glen Carbon, IL 62034
Mary Lee Krohne, #611 (Call Linda Nitchman for updates)
Villas of Holly Brook, 121 S. Bluff Rd, Collinsville, IL 62234
	Hilde Few, #208
At Home
Ritch Alexander, 2243 Cleveland, G.C., IL 62040
Isabella Boyer, 4722 S. Hazel, Edwardsville, IL 62025
Marlene Brokaw, 112 Summit Rdg., Maryville, IL 62062
Myra Cook, 4034 Stearns Ave., G.C., IL 62040
Randy Fischer, 2517 Edison Ave., G.C., IL 62040
Bonnie Fornaszewski, 200 Carlson Ave., Apt. 17D, Washington, IL 61571
Mary Franz, 3117 Willow Ave., G.C., IL 62040
Lou Hasse, 2689 Westmoreland Dr. Unit 2, G.C., IL 62040
Norman Hente, 3708 Joyce St., G.C., IL 62040
Bill McAmish, 3320 Colgate Pl., G.C., IL 62040
Sandy Mueller, 308 Warson Ln., G.C., IL 62040
Cliff Robertson, 2336 O’Hare Ave., G.C., IL 62040
Merle Rose, 2447 Waterman Ave., G.C., IL 62040 
Marge Schmidt, 4857 Danielle Court, G.C., IL 62040
June Stille, 49 Riviera, G.C., IL 62040
Janice Weeks, 2650 Iowa, G.C., IL 62040 
Don Young, 112 Summit Rdg., Maryville, IL 62062
Illinois South Conference
Highland Evangelical UCC, Rev. Todd (Rev. Shana Johnson) Bean, Hecker Friedens UCC, Rev. Ivan (Vivian) Horn. Retired Pastors, Rev. James and Lelynna Langdoc, Sun City Center, FL. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Isaiah 55:1-9
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money,  come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not 
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satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;
7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Luke 13:1-9
13 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”
6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”
[image: ]
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[bookmark: _Hlk97284971]
“Open My Eyes, That I May See”
Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth you have for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unlock and set me free. 
Silently now, on bended knee, 
Ready I wait your will to see; 
Open my eyes, illumine me, 
Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear
Voices of truth you send so clear; 
And while the message sounds in my ear, 
Everything false will disappear. 
Silently now, on bended knee, 
Ready I wait your will to see; 
Open my ears, illumine me, 
Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart, and let me prepare
Love with your children thus to share. 
Silently now, on bended knee, 
Ready I wait your will to see; 
Open my heart, illumine me, 
Spirit divine!

“Glory Be to the Father”
Glory be to the Father, 
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 




“Have Thine Own Way, Lord!”
Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way!
Thou art the Potter, I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me after thy will, 
While I am waiting yielded and still. 

Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way!
Search me and try me, Master, today!
Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, 
As in thy presence humbly I bow. 

Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way!
Wounded and weary, help me, I pray!
Power – all power – surely is thine!
Touch me and heal me, Savior divine!

Have thine own way, Lord! 
Have thine own way!
Hold o’er my being absolute sway!
Fill with thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in me!
















“Blessed Assurance”
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 












WEEKEND KICKOFF EVENT 
CELEBRATE THE 160TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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Attend the St. Louis Cardinals vs. the Chicago Cubs game
Friday, June 24th, 7:15 p.m.

We will sit in the outfield, tier three, and watch the action. The church’s name and group members attending will flash on the stadium’s BIG screen so we can wave and yell to everyone. ALL are invited to purchase tickets and attend – that means not only members, but family, friends, and their friends and families as well. 

Ticket Price is $51.00 per person. 

Reservations and ticket payment must be made no later than April 3rd. Cash or check can be accepted with this order form. Checks should be made out to St. John United Church of Christ. For those who would like to pay for their tickets via Visa, MasterCharge, or Discover – go to the church website, click on the donate button, next, click on the Cardinals vs the Chicago Cubs ticket order tile. 

Attendees will be given a physical ticket at least a week prior to the game. 

Name of person purchasing tickets (print) 

______________________________________

Number of tickets __________X $51.00

Total Amount due at time of order _________

Please turn in your order form to the church office.
 


Please order a lily for me.  Plants will cost $12.00 each.  Fill in the lines below exactly as you wish it to appear in the bulletin; (i.e., Mr., or Mrs., or 
Miss, etc.)  DEADLINE to order a lily is March 28, 2022.

(Please attach payments to this form and place either in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.)  PLEASE  PRINT CLEARLY !!!!


IN LOVING MEMORY OF______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN HONOR OF________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN GRATITUDE FOR___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

BY

NAME:______________________________________________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________

# OF LILIES ORDERED  __________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 		

(Make checks payable to: St. John United Church of Christ)
[bookmark: _Hlk97284523][bookmark: _Hlk97284524][bookmark: _Hlk97284537][bookmark: _Hlk97284538]St. John Brotherhood Spring Meat Sale
    March 28, 2022 preorder due-date
   April 8/9, 2022 pickup
We will be accepting pre-orders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning April 8/9  from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Due to new Illinois state regulations no meat can be returned to Meat market thus pre-orders are now mandatory.  Please have all preorders back to Brotherhood by March 28.  Please make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 

Name__________________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________Cash_________ Check_______
	
	QUANTITY
	PRICE
	TOTAL

	Pork sausage link 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Pork sausage bulk 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Bacon
	___________
	$8.50
	___________

	Bratwurst 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Metwurst Ring
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Pork Ring (liver sausage)
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Blood Sausage
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	HEAD CHEESE
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Sliced Summer Sausage
	___________
	$14.50
	___________

	Hot Sticks
	___________
	$25.00
	___________


The following items are to be priced at the time of pick-up.

FULL HAM ______, HALF HAM ______, PORK LOIN _____,  PORK RIBS _____, 

SUMMER SAUSAGE _____, BACK BONES _____, ½ SUMMER SAUSAGE ____

TENDERLOIN ______, SMOKED PORK CHOPS ______, PORK STEAKS ______

[bookmark: _Hlk97284579][bookmark: _Hlk97284580]The Brotherhood would like to thank you for your continued support. A portion of the proceeds 
from the meat sale will go to several local charities. Any questions or to order over the phone 
please contact David Douglas at 618-806-4795. 


Brotherhood Semi-Annual 
Meat Sale

March 28, 2022 is
 last day to Pre-order
April 8/9 Pickup 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Pre-orders Mandatory
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David’s prayer of repentance reveals a desire to be cleansed of his sin.

Directions: Unscramble the words on the left. Then match them with the
correct phrases from Psalm 51 (NIV) on the right.

ETRCAE_ _ __ _ _ out my transgressions (v. 1)
HSAW _ _ _ _ away all my iniquity (v. 2)
RSEEROT __ _ _ __ _ me with hyssop, and | will
be clean (v. 7)
WNERE __ me, and | will be whiter
than snow (v. 7)
TBO_ __ _ your face from my sins (v. 9)
DHE_ __ _ out all my iniquity (v. 9)
NATRG _ in me a pure heart (v. 10)
LNSECAE a steadfast spirit within
me (v. 10)
LBTO_ _ _ _ to me the joy of your

salvation (v. 12)

WHSA__ _ _ me a willing spirit, to
sustain me (v. 12)
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