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	Rev. Karla Frost, Pastor
	Ritch Alexander, Organist

	9:30 Zoom & In-Person Worship
	9:30 Sunday School for Children

	2901 Nameoki Road
	Granite City, IL 62040

	E-stjohnucc2901gc@yahoo.com
	                          (618) 877-6060


Web-stjohnuccgranitecity.com
Currently face masks are RECOMMENDED.
Large print bulletins are available from the Ushers.
Bold italic denotes congregation reads or sings.
*Denotes all who are able, please stand.

WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BELLS CALLING TO WORSHIP

A STORY FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN                                John 9:1-7
          The Fourth Sunday of Lent from “Journey to Easter”

PRELUDE AND CENTERING OUR HEARTS ON WORSHIP
                                   From Depths of Woe                         Powell

CALL TO WORSHIP AND CONFESSION1  
Grace and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk98407278]	Blessed are those whose transgression is forgiven.
Trusting the grace promised to us in Jesus Christ, 
let us confess our sins before God and one another.
Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your ways.  Like the Prodigal Son, we have wasted our inheritance.  You gave us the earth for our home, but we squander earth’s resources and hoard its bounty.  You gave us neighbors to love, but we pursue selfish ambitions.  You gave us the commandments that lead to human flourishing, but we break your law and forsake your love.  Forgive us our sin and bring us to repentance.  Draw our wandering hearts back to you that we may find freedom in obedience to your love.  Through Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen.
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As a parent welcomes home a wayward child, so God embraces all who return in true repentance.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

[bookmark: _Hlk67493645]*HYMN	           “Softly and Tenderly”                           #348
 
*RESPONSIVE PSALTER READING                              Psalm 32                                                                      
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
While I kept silence, 
my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Therefore, let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; 
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters 
shall not reach them.
	You are a hiding place for me; 
	you preserve me from trouble; 
	you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
	Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
	whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, 
	else it will not stay near you.
Many are the torments of the wicked, 
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.
	Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 
	and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

*SUNG RESPONSE         “Glory Be to the Father”             #734

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON	          Luke 15:1-3, 11b-24   

ANTHEM                    I’m Bound for that City                      Amenz
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SECOND GOSPEL LESSON               Luke15:25-32                    

SERMON    

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN           “Our Father, We Have Wandered”                #371

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION1 & UNISON LORD’S PRAYER
Congregation responds to each petition with:
	Lord, have mercy.
	…..Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.     

STEWARDSHIP INVITATION        Adapted from 1 Corinthians 13
FOR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Love is patient,
But sometimes we want things to happen on our schedule.
Love is kind,
But we do not always show that in our actions toward others.
Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude,
	But there are times when we are.
Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing,
	But rejoices in truth and freedom.
Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures.
	Our deepest desire is to do the same.
Love can be shown through our actions.
	Love is resilient determination.
Love digs deeper.
	Love gives more.
Love is made evident in big and small ways,
	And the world is a better place.
Through One Great Hour of Sharing we are present with communities near or far, following various kinds of disasters, assisting with the resources needed to survive, or helping with 
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educational needs.  We cannot be in all places needing our assistance ourselves, but through our generous gifts, we can show that love remains, in spite of all obstacles.  
	Let us give, joyfully and generously, in that spirit.

OFFERTORY                 The Happy Jubilee                        Amenz

*RESPONSE   “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”   
                                                                               Vss. 1 & 4 #250
Throughout these Lenten days and nights 
we turn to walk the inward way, 
where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, 
we live in hope till Easter Day.

And though the road is hard and steep, 
the Spirit ever calls us on 
through Calvary’s dying, dark and deep, 
until we see the coming Dawn.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION   
	Giver of life and grace, we return our gifts with an attitude of generosity and gratitude.  We pray that faith, hope and love fill us.  We pray that they overflow from us into our neighborhoods and across the world, from 2901 Nameoki Road to the Ukraine and beyond.  May love be known in all that we say and do, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

*HYMN                          “Amazing Grace”                            #422

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE	          Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart                  Messiter  

1Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2012.

[bookmark: _Hlk85625547]God invites us through Isaiah: “All you who are thirsty, come to the waters” (55:1, NIV). Jesus, the Living Water, is eager to quench your parched soul. 

The bulletin is given in celebration of the birthday of my husband Dave Gaines on March 28th and the birthday of my son Andrew Gaines on March 30th by Karen Gaines.
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The bulletin is also given in celebration of the March 25th birthday of David Oliver Jr. by Gran Oliver.

Last week’s bulletin was given in honor of my mother, Louise Koester’s 92nd birthday, by Connie Ahlers. 

[bookmark: _Hlk78875246]If you would like to place flowers on the altar, and pick them up Monday, please call Mary Jo Seibold at (618) 792-0120. If you would like to sponsor the bulletins, please call the church office at 877-6060. The next available date to sponsor bulletins is April 24.  

Thank you to Karen Gaines for serving as liturgist today. 

Thank you to Rev. Dr. Don Wagner, Pastor of St. Paul UCC in Lebanon, IL for creating and sharing the Lenten Devotional “Journey to Easter”.  Additional daily readings can be found at www.stpaulucc-lebanon.org.

THIS WEEK
Today:		In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.
			One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
			Send a Semi to Ukraine Collection, 12:00-4:00 p.m.
			Game Night, 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Monday: 		Al-Anon, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
			Easter Lily Orders Due
			Brotherhood Meat Sale Orders Due
Tuesday:		Quilters, 8:30 a.m.
			Bible Study, 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday:	TOPS, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
			Bell Choir, 6:00 p.m.
			Chancel Choir, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday:		GCC Band Rehearsal, 6:15-9:30 p.m.
Next Sunday:	In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m. 
			Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.
			Communion & Noisy Offering for Community Care

SEND A SEMI TO UKRAINE
Our cemetery and church are still collecting items for Ukraine today, March 27th, from Noon – 4:00 p.m. Collection will take place in the church’s parking lot. 

The following items are requested: granola bars, hand sanitizer, sm. 6 oz. bottled water, juice boxes/pouches, feminine hygiene products, tuna/chicken pouches, poptarts/poptart bites, hard candy (no 
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chocolate), cheese/peanut butter crackers, fruit snacks/rollups, bandaides, antibacterial cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste, chapstick, slim jims, paper plates, napkins, paper cups, plastic silverware, diapers, formula, wipes, baby food in plastic containers, travel sized items (shampoo, body wash, lotion, bar soap, facial tissues). 

Monetary donations will also be greatly appreciated to help offset shipping costs. You can donate in two places, the first is via a Go Fund Me (search for “Send a Semi to Ukraine”) and the second is via the church website (just click the “donate” tab). Checks payable to St. John UCC Cemetery or cash will be accepted at the collections site. If you have questions, please call the cemetery office at 618-876-5811.

EVENING GUILD
Our April 4th meeting will be a Lenten quiet hour with a salad and bread dinner.

[image: Logo
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EASTER LILIES
Easter Lily orders are due tomorrow, March 28th. Plants are $12.00 and checks should be made payable to St. John United Church of Christ. An order form has been included with this bulletin and additional order forms are available on the information table in Fellowship Hall
			
BROTHERHOOD MEAT SALE
The Brotherhood is accepting preorders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning, April 8 & 9, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Due to Illinois state regulations, no meat can be returned to Meat market, thus pre-orders are mandatory. Please have all pre-orders back to Brotherhood by tomorrow, March 28, 2022. Make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH
Today, March 27, 2022, the United Church of Christ and our Ecumenical Partners join together for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. Be sure to clearly label offerings so the counters can properly credit them. 
-7-
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CARDINALS GAME TO CELEBRATE 160TH ANNIVERSARY
If you would like to attend the St. Louis Cardinals vs Chicago Cubs game on Friday, June 24th at 7:15 p.m., order your tickets as soon as possible! They are $51.00 per person and must be purchased no later than April 3rd. Seats are located in the outfield, tier three. Cash or checks can be turned in along with the included order form (order forms are included in the April edition of the “Herald” sent out this past Thursday) to Mary Jo Seibold, Mike Seibold, or to Angela in the church office. Checks should be made out to St. John United Church of Christ. If you’d like to pay for your tickets with a card, go to the church website, click on the donate button, and click the “Cardinals vs. the Chicago Cubs” tile. Attendees will be given a physical ticket at least a week prior to the game. 

FIRST ANNUAL SPRING/SUMMER FLOWER 
HANGING BASKET SALE
As promised after the Fall Mum Sale, the church will be selling flowering hanging baskets. These 10” hanging baskets are grown by N.G. Heimos Greenhouse in Millstadt, Illinois. There are nine different varieties of plants that can be ordered, ranging from 3-5 colors. All baskets, no matter what plant is ordered, will cost $16.00. Due to weather and other conditions, specific colors cannot be guaranteed, therefore, colors will be picked based on what is available at that time. If a person prefers a specific color, write it by their name and we will try to accommodate their preference once the baskets are delivered (remember, we cannot guarantee the colors). Order forms were provided in the April edition of the “Herald”; they are also available on the informational table and on the church website. The order form indicates the available varieties as well as a picture of the basket. Payment in full is required when the order is placed. Checks should be made out to St. John UCC. All order forms and payments need to be given to Mike Seibold or to Angela Potter in the church office by Sunday, April 24th. Delivery of the baskets to the church is tentatively set for Wednesday, May 11th and will be available for pickup then through the weekend. Extra baskets will be ordered to sell the public. We would appreciate your participation in selling these baskets to your friends, family, neighbors, and acquaintances. These baskets can also be a late Mother’s Day gift. The mum sale was a tremendous success, 
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so let’s make this one just as big a success! Profits from this sale will be going to both the evangelism and stewardship fund to help support upcoming giving programs as well as the General Fund to help offset church expenses. 

[image: Text
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CHURCH SPONSORED BARBECUE
On Saturday, April 30th, the St. John United Church of Christ will hold a barbecue in the church parking lot. Pork steaks, bratwursts, and hot dog dinners (with two sides) will be sold the public. Volunteers will be needed on that day to grill, prepare the baked beans, fill the Styrofoam containers with the sides, place the brats and hotdogs on the buns, collect payments, and so on. The sale in 11:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. or until sold out, but we will need volunteers well before the start time. Hamilos Brothers in Madison will be providing the meat and supplies for this event. Pricing will be as follows: 

	Pork steak dinner with 2 sides: $12.00
	Brat dinner with 2 sides: $12.00
	Hotdog dinner with 1 side: $5.00

An early thank you to Carol and John Relleke for securing the grill for us. Refer questions to Mike Seibold (618-792-4301) or Kiki Cochran, (618-503-3608). Tickets can be pre-purchased from church members or in the church office beginning in April. Proceeds from this sale will help fund the church’s Community Free Food Box Give-Away Program and help fund other church projects. 

SCRIP (GIFT CARD) PROGRAM
Interested in purchasing gift cards through the scrip program? Plans are to submit orders the third Sunday of each month with gift cards distributed the following week. Cards are great to have on hand for your personal use or as gifts. Please contact Melissa Lane or Betty Meszaros (618-451-1968 or 618-670-5267) so they can explain how easily you can participate. 
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OUR PRAYERS
[bookmark: _Hlk90538352]Nursing & Assisted Living
Ruth Buer, Hilde Few, JoAnn King, Mary Lee Krohne, and Karen Luddeke. 
At Home
Ritch Alexander, Isabella Boyer, Marlene Brokaw, Myra Cook, Bonnie Fornaszewski, Mary Franz, Luitgard Fries, Lou Hasse, Norman Hente, Gayle Lindsay, Bill McAmish, Sandy Mueller, Cliff Robertson, Merle Rose, Marge Schmidt, June Stille, Trish Stromlund, Janice Weeks, and Don Young. 
Illinois South Conference
Hoyleton Zion Evangelical UCC, Rev. Sharon Patton. Hookdale St. Peter UCC, Rev. Jerry Bennett. Retired Pastor, Rev. Gus and Sue Kuether, Belleville, IL. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-24   
 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3 So he told them this parable:
11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, 
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and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
Luke15:25-32                    
25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
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“Softly and Tenderly”
Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
Calling for you and for me;
See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching,
Watching for you and for me. 
Come home, (come home), come home, (come home), 
Ye who are weary come home; 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home!

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 
Pleading for you and for me?
Why should we linger and heed not his mercies,
Mercies for you and for me? 
Come home, (come home), come home, (come home), 
Ye who are weary come home; 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home!

O for the wonderful love he has promised, 
Promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 
Pardon for you and for me. 
Come home, (come home), come home, (come home), 
Ye who are weary come home; 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
Calling, O sinner, come home!


“Glory Be to the Father”
Glory be to the Father, 
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 




“Amazing Grace!”
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind but now I see. 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed!

The Lord has promised good to me, 
His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures. 

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come; 
‘tis grace that brought me save thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 


**“Our Father, We have Wandered” not printed due to copyright














WEEKEND KICKOFF EVENT 
CELEBRATE THE 160TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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Attend the St. Louis Cardinals vs. the Chicago Cubs game
Friday, June 24th, 7:15 p.m.

We will sit in the outfield, tier three, and watch the action. The church’s name and group members attending will flash on the stadium’s BIG screen so we can wave and yell to everyone. ALL are invited to purchase tickets and attend – that means not only members, but family, friends, and their friends and families as well. 

Ticket Price is $51.00 per person. 

Reservations and ticket payment must be made no later than April 3rd. Cash or check can be accepted with this order form. Checks should be made out to St. John United Church of Christ. For those who would like to pay for their tickets via Visa, MasterCharge, or Discover – go to the church website, click on the donate button, next, click on the Cardinals vs the Chicago Cubs ticket order tile. 

Attendees will be given a physical ticket at least a week prior to the game. 

Name of person purchasing tickets (print) 

______________________________________

Number of tickets __________X $51.00

Total Amount due at time of order _________

Please turn in your order form to the church office.
 


Please order a lily for me.  Plants will cost $12.00 each.  Fill in the lines below exactly as you wish it to appear in the bulletin; (i.e., Mr., or Mrs., or 
Miss, etc.)  DEADLINE to order a lily is March 28, 2022.

(Please attach payments to this form and place either in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.)  PLEASE  PRINT CLEARLY !!!!


IN LOVING MEMORY OF______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN HONOR OF________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN GRATITUDE FOR___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

BY

NAME:______________________________________________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________

# OF LILIES ORDERED  __________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 		

(Make checks payable to: St. John United Church of Christ)
[bookmark: _Hlk97284523][bookmark: _Hlk97284524][bookmark: _Hlk97284537][bookmark: _Hlk97284538]St. John Brotherhood Spring Meat Sale
    March 28, 2022 preorder due-date
   April 8/9, 2022 pickup
We will be accepting pre-orders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning April 8/9  from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Due to new Illinois state regulations no meat can be returned to Meat market thus pre-orders are now mandatory.  Please have all preorders back to Brotherhood by March 28.  Please make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 

Name__________________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________Cash_________ Check_______
	
	QUANTITY
	PRICE
	TOTAL

	Pork sausage link 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Pork sausage bulk 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Bacon
	___________
	$8.50
	___________

	Bratwurst 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Metwurst Ring
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Pork Ring (liver sausage)
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Blood Sausage
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	HEAD CHEESE
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Sliced Summer Sausage
	___________
	$14.50
	___________

	Hot Sticks
	___________
	$25.00
	___________


The following items are to be priced at the time of pick-up.

FULL HAM ______, HALF HAM ______, PORK LOIN _____,  PORK RIBS _____, 

SUMMER SAUSAGE _____, BACK BONES _____, ½ SUMMER SAUSAGE ____

TENDERLOIN ______, SMOKED PORK CHOPS ______, PORK STEAKS ______

[bookmark: _Hlk97284579][bookmark: _Hlk97284580]The Brotherhood would like to thank you for your continued support. A portion of the proceeds 
from the meat sale will go to several local charities. Any questions or to order over the phone 
please contact David Douglas at 618-806-4795. 


Brotherhood Semi-Annual 
Meat Sale

March 28, 2022 is
 last day to Pre-order
April 8/9 Pickup 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Pre-orders Mandatory
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