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WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BELLS CALLING TO WORSHIP

GIRL SCOUT SUNDAY
Girl Scout Promise 		
	On my honor, I will try:
    	To serve God and my country,
    	To help people at all times, 
    	And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

Prayer for Girl Scouts of Christian Faith:  Dear Father in Heaven, we know we are your children, we want to serve you faithfully, and we want to keep our Girl Scout Promise.  Help us to listen to your voice; help us to be willing and quick to do your work; help us to be friendly and loving; and help us to thank you every day for all your gifts to us.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A STORY FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN Selected verses John 1:3b-13
          The First Sunday of Lent from “Journey to Easter”

PRELUDE AND CENTERING OUR HEARTS ON WORSHIP
                                 With What Great Love                       Lesinski

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER  Adapted from Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord,
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	“My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you 
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
	You will tread on the lion and the adder, 
	the young lion and the serpent 
	you will trample under foot.
Let us pray to the Most High whom we trust and worship.
Lord God, you have declared that those who love you, you will deliver, and that you will protect those who know 
your name.  You have promised that when we call to you, you will answer, and that you will be with us in trouble, and will rescue and honor us.  You have promised to show us your salvation.  You are our refuge and fortress, and we trust in you.   Fill us with your Spirit, so that as we worship you alone, we may be strengthened for discipleship, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk67493645]*HYMN	     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                #507

*RESPONSIVE READING                                      Romans 10:8b-13                                                               
“The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);
Because if you confess with your lips 
that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.
For one believes with the heart and so is justified, 
and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.
	The scripture says, “No one who believes in him 
	will be put to shame.”
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; 
the same Lord is Lord of all 
and is generous to all who call on him.
	For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
	shall be saved.”
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*SUNG RESPONSE         “Glory Be to the Father”             #734

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON	        Deuteronomy 26:1-11          

SPECIAL MUSIC    Jesus, Savior, Lord I Adore You             Choir

GOSPEL LESSON               Luke 4:1-13
                   
REFLECTION    

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN                       “On Eagle’s Wings”                           #438

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION1
Congregation responds to each petition with:
	Hear our prayer, O God, 
	our refuge and fortress, our shelter and shade.

SUNG RESPONSE      “The Lord’s Prayer”    (One Amen)    #740

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

STEWARDSHIP INVITATION

OFFERTORY       The Eyes and Hands of Christ              Kendzia

*RESPONSE   “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”   
                                                                               Vss. 1 & 4 #250
Throughout these Lenten days and nights 
we turn to walk the inward way, 
where, meeting Christ, our guide and light, 
we live in hope till Easter Day.

And though the road is hard and steep, 
the Spirit ever calls us on 
through Calvary’s dying, dark and deep, 
until we see the coming Dawn.

UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION1   
                                                 (An Evening Prayer for every day.)                
	God, my dwelling place, as the shadows fall, I rest in you.  Thank you for the faith that held me fast this day.  Thank 
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you, too, for every person who offered me grace, and for those to whom I could also show grace.  I pray this night for all who long to see a sign of your power in the darkness that surrounds them.  Be near to them and show them your salvation.  And in the morning when I rise, give me your work to do for another day; in Jesus’ name.  Amen.	

[bookmark: _Hlk94028540]INVITATION, CONFESSION, AND FORGIVENESS2
                             All confessing Christians are invited to partake.
In Luke’s Gospel we read that Jesus, at the table with two of the disciples, took bread and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them, and their eyes were opened, and they recognized the risen Christ in the breaking of the bread.
In the Acts of the Apostles, we read that as the church was gathered, often in the homes of believers, Christians devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and community, to the breaking of bread, and to prayers.
	Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, we gather at your table 
	to know you in the breaking of the bread.
Jesus, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.
	But only say the word, and your servant will be healed.
Let us confess our sins.
God of all mercy, we confess before you and each other that we have been unfaithful to you.  We lack love for our neighbors, we waste opportunities to do good, and we look the other way when you cry out to us in the suffering of our brothers and sisters in need.  We are sincerely sorry for our sins, both those we commit deliberately and those that we allow to overtake us.  We ask your forgiveness and pray for strength that we may follow in your way, and love all your people with that perfect love which casts out all fear; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen.
Jesus looked up and said to a sinner: “Where are your accusers?  Has no one condemned you?  Neither do I condemn you; go, and do not sin again.”
	Thanks be to God.  Amen.		

COMMUNION PRAYER

[bookmark: _Hlk89194856]
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BLESSING AND PARTAKING
	             Congregation will be told when to open each element.  

*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING2
	We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table where we have known the presence of Christ and have received all Christ’s gifts.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and let us show forth your praise in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

*HYMN & NOISY OFFERING           “Abide with Me”          #521

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE	                        Chanson                                Wagner           
[bookmark: _Hlk85625547][bookmark: _Hlk78527605][bookmark: _Hlk83971367]
1Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion.  Copyright 2012.

2Reprinted from Book of Worship © 1986 by permission of the United Church of Christ Office for Church Life and Leadership.

Welcome to worship this first Sunday in Lent as we journey toward the cross and the empty tomb. 

The bulletin is given in loving memory of my niece, Shanon, by Glenda Mitchell. 

The altar vases are given in honor of Girl Scout Sunday by Karen Orr, Connie Ahlers, Cindy Wallace, Marcia Buenger, Christie Roth, Karen Luddeke, Ruth Hubbard, Trish Stromlund, Sandy Dawson, Linda Mizell, Donna Brandes, Rachel Reynolds and Jessie Curran.

The altar centerpiece is given in memory of our lost scouts by those who also gave the altar vases.

[bookmark: _Hlk78875246]If you would like to place flowers on the altar, and pick them up Monday, please call Rosalie Watson at (618) 741-2979. If you would like to sponsor the bulletins, please call the church office at 877-6060. The next available dates to sponsor bulletins are March 13 & April 24.  

Thank you to Kiki Cochran for serving as liturgist today. 
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Thank you to Rev. Dr. Don Wagner, Pastor of St. Paul UCC in Lebanon, IL for creating and sharing the Lenten Devotional “Journey to Easter”.  Additional daily readings can be found at www.stpaulucc-lebanon.org.

THIS WEEK
Today:		 In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			 Communion & Noisy Offering for Rebuilding   
			 Together 
Monday: 		 Al-Anon, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
			 Evening Guild, 6:30 p.m.
			 Reservations for Brotherhood St. Patrick’s Day  
			 Party DUE TODAY 
Tuesday:		 Quilters, 8:30 a.m.
			 Bible Study, 12:30 p.m.
			 Hilltoppers, 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday:	 TOPS, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
			 Chancel Choir, 4:30 p.m.
			 Bell Choir, 6:00 p.m.
Thursday:		 GCC Band Rehearsal, 6:15-9:30 p.m.
			 Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
Next Sunday: In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			 Daylight Saving Time begins 

[image: Text
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We extend our Christian sympathy to the family of Edward Allen Robertson, Jr., son of Myra Cook, who passed from this life on Tuesday, March 1, 2022. A memorial visitation will be held at Irwin Chapel on Monday, March 7, 2022 from 2:00 p.m. until the time of memorial service at 3:00 p.m. May the peace and comfort that come from God sustain his loved ones during this time of grief. 
			
EVENING GUILD
Our meeting tomorrow, March 7th, will feature a guest speaker from the Granite City Senior Center. They will be discussing the various programs they offer to seniors. 
-7-
BROTHERHOOD
The Men’s Brotherhood will be holding their St. Patrick’s Day party on Monday, March 14. Doors will open at 6:00 with dinner starting at 6:30. Tickets are $13.00 and reservations are required. Reservations must be submitted to Dave Douglas no later than Monday, March 7. 

BROTHERHOOD MEAT SALE
The Brotherhood is accepting preorders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning, April 8 & 9, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Due to Illinois state regulations, no meat can be returned to Meat market, thus pre-orders are mandatory. Please have all pre-
orders back to Brotherhood by March 28, 2022. Make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 

CEMETERY
A huge thank you to Jack Dawson, Dave Douglas, Karen & David Gaines, Bob Hollenbeck, Bob Jacobs, Joan Mueller, Leroy Schaefer, Vicki & Mike Walker, and Rose Watson for helping with Cemetery Clean-up. A special thank you to the ladies that served the hungry crowd: Denise McGee, Betty Meszaros and Christie Roth. 

[image: Shape
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CARDINALS GAME TO CELEBRATE 160TH ANNIVERSARY
If you would like to attend the St. Louis Cardinals vs Chicago Cubs game on Friday, June 24th at 7:15 p.m., order your tickets as soon as possible! They are $51.00 per person and must be purchased no later than April 3rd. Seats are located in the outfield, tier three. Cash or checks can be turned in along with the included order form (order forms were also available in the March edition of the “Herald”) to Mary Jo Seibold, Mike Seibold, or to Angela in the church office. Checks should be made out to St. John United Church of Christ. If you’d like to pay for your tickets with a card, go to the church website, click on the donate button, 
and click the “Cardinals vs. the Chicago Cubs” tile. Attendees will be given a physical ticket at least a week prior to the game. 
-8-
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MISSION OF THE MONTH
On the Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 27, 2022), the United Church of Christ and our Ecumenical Partners join together for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. Be sure to clearly label offerings so the counters can properly credit them. 

SCRIP
The scrip program has resumed. Plans are to submit orders the third Sunday of each month with gift cards distributed the following week. Please give you orders along with your check payable to St. John UCC to Betty Meszaros. Order forms are available on the information table in Fellowship Hall. You can participate even if you are not attending in person worship service. Just send your order and payment to the church. Delivery of your gift cards will be arranged. Cards are great to have on hand for your personal use or as gifts. Please contact Melissa Lane or Betty Meszaros (618-451-1968 or 618-670-5267 cell) if any questions. 

OUR PRAYERS
[bookmark: _Hlk90538352]Nursing & Assisted Living
Ruth Buer, Hilde Few, Carol Hildebrand, JoAnn King, Mary Lee Krohne, and Karen Luddeke. 
At Home
Ritch Alexander, Isabella Boyer, Bobbie Braden, Marlene Brokaw, Myra Cook, Bonnie Fornaszewski, Mary Franz, Luitgard Fries, Lou Hasse, Norman Hente, Gayle Lindsay, Bill McAmish, Sandy Mueller, Cliff Robertson, Merle Rose, Marge Schmidt, June Stille, Trish Stromlund, Janice Weeks, and Don Young. 
Illinois South Conference
Godfrey Evangelical UCC, Rev. Jerry (Lori) MeCaskey. Granite City St. John UCC, Rev. Karla (Rev. Charles Preston) Frost. Retired Pastors, Rev. Michael and Elizabeth Marx, Jr, Owensboro, KY. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the 
ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4 When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God, 5 you shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house.
Luke 4:1-13
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” 5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, 
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will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, ‘He will command his 
angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 11 and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
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“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
A mighty fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing; 
Our helper he, amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe
Doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, 
And, armed with cruel hate, 
On earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right man on our side, 
The man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
From age to age the same, 
And he must win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us. 
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, 
For lo, his doom is sure; 
One little word shall fell him. 

That word above all earthly powers, 
No thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Thro’ him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still; 
His kingdom is forever. 
“Glory Be to the Father”
Glory be to the Father, 
And to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

“The Lord’s Prayer” 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, 
And the glory, forever, 
Amen.

“Abide with Me”
Abide with me, fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens: Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see: 
O Lord who changes not, abide with me. 

I need your presence every passing hour; 
What but your grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like yourself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me. 

I fear no foe, with you at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, your victory? 
I triumph still, if you abide with me. 

Hold now your cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies: 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 



“On Eagle’s Wings” not printed due to copyright















WEEKEND KICKOFF EVENT
CELEBRATE THE 160TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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Attend the St. Louis Cardinals vs. the Chicago Cubs game
Friday, June 24th, 7:15 p.m.

We will sit in the outfield, tier three, and watch the action. The church’s name and group members attending will flash on the stadium’s BIG screen so we can wave and yell to everyone. ALL are invited to purchase tickets and attend – that means not only members, but family, friends, and their friends and families as well. 

Ticket Price is $51.00 per person. 

Reservations and ticket payment must be made no later than April 3rd. Cash or check can be accepted with this order form. Checks should be made out to St. John United Church of Christ. For those who would like to pay for their tickets via Visa, MasterCharge, or Discover – go to the church website, click on the donate button, next, click on the Cardinals vs the Chicago Cubs ticket order tile. 

Attendees will be given a physical ticket at least a week prior to the game. 

Name of person purchasing tickets (print) 

______________________________________

Number of tickets __________X $51.00

Total Amount due at time of order _________

Give order form and payment to Mary Jo Seibold or Mike Seibold. Angela will accept forms and payments in the church office as well. 


Please order a lily for me.  Plants will cost $12.00 each.  Fill in the lines below exactly as you wish it to appear in the bulletin; (i.e., Mr., or Mrs., or 
Miss, etc.)  DEADLINE to order a lily is March 28, 2022.

(Please attach payments to this form and place either in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.)  PLEASE  PRINT CLEARLY !!!!


IN LOVING MEMORY OF______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN HONOR OF________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN GRATITUDE FOR___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

BY

NAME:______________________________________________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________

# OF LILIES ORDERED  __________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 		

(Make checks payable to: St. John United Church of Christ)
St. John Brotherhood Spring Meat Sale
    March 28, 2022 preorder due-date
   April 8/9, 2022 pickup
[bookmark: _Hlk97284351]We will be accepting pre-orders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning April 8/9  from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Due to new Illinois state regulations no meat can be returned to Meat market thus pre-orders are now mandatory.  Please have all preorders back to Brotherhood by March 28.  Please make checks payable to St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. The following items can be ordered but not prepaid.

Name__________________________________________________________

Phone__________________________________Cash_________Check______
	
	QUANTITY
	PRICE
	TOTAL

	Pork sausage link 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Pork sausage bulk 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Bacon
	___________
	$8.50
	___________

	Bratwurst 1#
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Metwurst Ring
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Pork Ring (liver sausage)
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Blood Sausage
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	HEAD CHEESE
	___________
	$5.50
	___________

	Sliced Summer Sausage
	___________
	$14.50
	___________

	Hot Sticks
	___________
	$25.00
	___________


The following items are to be priced at the time of pick-up.

FULL HAM ______, HALF HAM ______,PORK LOIN _____, PORK RIBS ______, 

SUMMER SAUSAGE ______, BACK BONES ______,

½ SUMMER SAUSAGE______, 

TENDERLOIN ______, SMOKED PORK CHOPS ______, PORK STEAKS ______
The Brotherhood would like to thank you for your continued support. A portion of the proceeds 
from the meat sale will go to several local charities. Any questions or to order over the phone 
please contact David Douglas at 618-806-4795. 


Brotherhood Semi-Annual 
Meat Sale

March 28, 2022 is
 last day to Pre-order
April 8/9 Pickup 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Pre-orders Mandatory
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