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WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BELLS CALLING TO WORSHIP                               

A STORY FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN            1 Samuel 16:1-13
“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep…” The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”

PRELUDE AND CENTERING OUR HEARTS ON WORSHIP
                     Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)   
                                        Karen Gaines & Diane Peach Recording 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER1         
Dawn is breaking.  Christ’s light is shining.
	The Light of the world shines in our lives.  
Put aside the cares of the night.
	In the Lord, we live in the light.
Even in the darkest valley, God illuminates our path.
Even in times of despair, hope shines forth.
Sleeper, awake!  Christ’s light is shining.
	The Light of the world shines in our lives.
Let us pray together:
In our weakness, O God, we often fear what we do not understand.  In our blindness, we fail to see others as you do.  Yet, we long to see as you see and to perceive as you perceive.  We yearn to cast aside the shadows of the 
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night and live as children born anew in the light of your love.  Help us behold your glory this day, that we might reflect your light for all to see.  Amen.

*HYMN                     “Shine, Jesus, Shine”                          #319

*RESPONSIVE READING OF EPHESIANS 5:8-14
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.
	Live as children of light—
For the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.
	Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
	But instead expose them.
For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly;
	But everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
For everything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore, it says,  
	“Sleeper, awake!  Rise from the dead, 
	and Christ will shine on you.”
	
WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

FIRST GOSPEL LESSON        John 9:1-23                         pg. 96

SPECIAL MUSIC    Open the Eyes of My Heart                Baloche                    

SECOND GOSPEL LESSON    John 9:24-41                      pg. 97            

REFLECTION                         

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN            “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                 #480

PASTORAL PRAYER & UNISON LORD’S PRAYER
	Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

INVITATION FOR ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
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Love is patient, 
	but sometimes we want things to happen 
	on our schedule. 
Love is kind, 
	but we do not always show that 
	in our actions towards others.  
Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude, 
	but there are times when we are. 
Love does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 
	but rejoices in truth and freedom.  
Love bears, believes, hopes, and endures. 
	Our deepest desire is to do the same. 
Love can be shown through our actions. 
	Love is resilient determination. 
Love digs deeper. 
	Love gives more. 
Love is made evident in big and small ways, 
	and the world is a better place.

OFFERTORY    Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley  
								  George Cochran                              

*RESPONSE  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
                                                          Traditional Doxology pg. #34
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION1  
	Loving Shepherd, Gentle Savior, we give you thanks this day:  for rest in green pastures, for refreshment beside still waters, for health and wholeness for our souls.  As we rejoice in your goodness and mercy, we offer you our gifts this day.  Through our offering, may others be blessed, as we have been blessed from your hand.  Amen.	

*HYMN       “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”         #80

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE      Stars in Her Skies (Instrumental)    Scott Buckley
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1From The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023.  Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission.

[bookmark: _Hlk85625547]Welcome to worship. May God’s Word help us each see something or someone in a new way today.

The bulletin is given in honor of my mother, Louise Koester’s 93rd birthday by Connie Ahlers.  

[bookmark: _Hlk78875246]If you would like to place flowers on the altar, and pick them up after church or on Monday, please call Donna Streid at (618) 877-7767. If you would like to sponsor the bulletins, please call the church office at (618) 877-6060. The next available dates to sponsor the bulletin are April 16th, 30th, and May 7th. 

Thank you to Karen Gaines for serving as liturgist, to Baylee Fischer for serving as acolyte, to Bev Partney for greeting, to George Cochran for providing special music, and to Dan Comer for serving as music technician. 

THIS WEEK
Today:		 Dedicate One Great Hour of Sharing
			 In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			 Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.
			 Fellowship Hour by Sunday School Families
			 Confirmation, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
			 Church & Community Alliance at Jerry’s Cafeteria,   
			 3:00 p.m.
Monday: 		 Al-Anon, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Tuesday:		 Herald Deadline
			 Meat Sale Orders Due
			 Quilters, 8:30 a.m.
			 Constitution & By-Laws Committee, 10:30 a.m.
			 Bible Study, 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 	 TOPS, 9:00 a.m.
 Lenten Service at First United Presbyterian    
 Church, 12:00 p.m.
			 Bell Choir, 5:30 p.m.
			 Chancel Choir with guest organist, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday: 	 Church Women United, 9:30 a.m.
Saturday: 	 Frühling Market & Vendor Fair, 9:00 a.m.-
			 3:00 p.m.
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Next Sunday: In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			 Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.
			 Confirmands’ Presentation Sunday
			 Lily Order Deadline
			 Game Night, 6:00-8:00 p.m.

MISSION OF THE MONTH
Our March Mission of the Month is dedicated to the APA Shelter. We are asking members to bring unwanted blankets, pillows, and pet beds to donate to the shelter. 

BROTHERHOOD SPRING MEAT SALE
The Brotherhood meat sale order forms will be due on Tuesday, March 21st. Pickup for meat orders will be from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. on Friday March 31st & Saturday, April 1st. Order forms were included in the March edition of the Herald and are available in the weekly bulletins and on the website (stjohnuccgranitecity.com) under the events tab. 

[image: ]
FRÜHLING MARKET & VENDOR FAIR
The Frühling Market & Vendor Fair is this Saturday, March 25th. Over 25 vendors and crafters will be setting up from 7:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Doors open for shoppers from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. If 
you haven’t volunteered to help, please contact Mike Seibold (618-792-4301). If you haven’t offered to bring an item for the bake sale table or to serve dessert, sandwiches, and snacks being sold, please contact Betty Meszaros (618-670-5267). If you 
haven’t spread the word, please take a flyer (available on the table in the Narthex), call a friend, or share the event on Facebook. If you haven’t, please plan to attend and bring a friend with you while you shop! Participants at the fair will offer a wide 
variety of unique merchandise you may wish to purchase. Already have everything you need? Browsing can be fun! YOUR support is appreciated to make this another successful event!
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SCRIP
[bookmark: _Hlk125369416]If giving Easter “baskets” is part of your tradition, please consider purchasing gift cards through the scrip program. Even the big kids enjoy receiving a special treat. Many vendors (such as Starbucks) offer $10 and $25 denominations. Shop at the Frühling Market then include a gift card!  Master list of vendors and St. John “favorites” order forms are on the table in the narthex. Give order form and check payable to St John UCC to Betty Meszaros at any time. ORDERS WILL BE SUBMITTED TODAY. You can still participate in the program if not attending in-person worship. Just drop off or mail your check to the church with a note of cards you are ordering. Cost is face value of the card. Rebate is automatically sent to church. Contact Melissa Lane at 314-575-7627 or Betty Meszaros at 618-451-1968 if any questions.

[image: ]
LENTEN SCHEDULE
Mark your March/April calendars for these services and activities.
March 26, Confirmands’ Presentation Sunday
April 2, Palm/Passion Sunday, Communion, Rite of Confirmation, Fellowship Hour
April 6, Maundy Thursday, Confirmands’ & Family, Baptism Sponsors, Prayer Partners commune at the Table
April 9, Easter Sunday, Communion, Fellowship Hour

LENTEN, MAUNDY THRUSDAY, AND EASTER
 SPECIAL OFFERINGS
This year the Council has designated our Lenten special envelope, coin folder, and Maundy Thursday offerings to Kindercottage to help with necessary playground and groundskeeping updates. Kindercottage has a wonderful ministry 
with families of young children to help them be safe, healthy, and successful as they grow and to know they are beloved children of God. If you have computer access, check out their website at https://www.unipreskindercottage.org/.
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Today, March 19th, the United Church of Christ and our Ecumenical Partners join together for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. “When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing, you deploy resources to people in need all around the world, and in our own communities. When man-made or natural disasters strike, love responds. Not just for the immediate future, but for the long haul. When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing, you are working alongside families to restore not only structures but hope. Your giving ensures that no matter how difficult the situation, Love remains.” Again, be sure to clearly label offerings so the counters can properly credit them. Offering envelopes were included in the March edition of the Herald. 

[image: ]




SPRING HANGING BASKET SALE
We are once again selling flowering hanging baskets. Baskets are 10 inches for $18.50. There are 3-5 colors available for each variety but due to weather and other conditions, colors cannot be guaranteed. Therefore, colors will be picked based on what is available at the time. To order your baskets, please fill out an order form (available on the table in the Narthex) and submit your form, along with payment, to the church office. Forms are due by April 11th with pick up being Friday, May 12th, and Saturday, May 13th (Mother’s Day weekend), which makes them a perfect gift for mom on Mother’s Day!

OUR PRAYERS
[bookmark: _Hlk90538352]Nursing, Assisted, & Independent Living
Earl Buenger, Marcia Buenger, Ruth Buer, Hilde Few, JoAnn King, Karen Luddeke, Leonard Schaefer, Marjorie Schmidt, and Jerry Shonk.
At Home
Chloe Affolter, Isabella Boyer, Carol Braundmeier, Christopher Clark, Myra Cook, Bonnie Fornaszewski, Mary Franz, Luitgard Fries, Melba Grady, Lou Hasse, Norman Hente, Chuck King, 
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Mina McBrian, Cindy Meyer, Sandy Mueller, Cliff Robertson, Merle Rose, June Stille, and Nancy Wilson. 
Illinois South Conference
New Hanover Zoar UCC, Rev. R.J. (Lisa) Morgan. Retired Pastors, Rev. Dr. Sheldon Culver, Columbia, IL. Rev. Robert Trip, Effingham, IL. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS
John 9:1-23
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” 10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man 
-9-
who had received his sight 19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”
John 9:24-41      
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, 
 “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may 
become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.
                                         
[bookmark: _Hlk125619294][bookmark: _Hlk118272532]-10-
Try our QR code! This little square will take you directly to our secure MyVanco website where you can contribute to any of our various funds. Just follow three simple steps: 

1. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Open your smart phone’s camera app
2. Aim the camera at the black and white square below and a link will appear on your screen. 
3. Click the link and you’ll be directed to our donations website. From there, you can select a fund to which you’d like to make a contribution.

Thank you!














[image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/c/cr/crown_21986.jpg]





“Shine, Jesus, Shine”
Words & Music: Graham Kendrick. © 1987 Make Way Music (Admin. Music Services) Reprinted by permission, CCLI License #1334401. 
Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
In the midst of the darkness shining; 
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
Shine, Jesus, shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord, 
And let there be light. 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 
From the shadows into your radiance; 
By the blood I may enter your brightness, 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
Shine, Jesus, shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord, 
And let there be light. 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
So our faces display your likeness; 
Ever changing from glory to glory, 
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story, 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
Shine, Jesus, shine, 
Fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
Blaze, spirit, blaze, 
Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow, 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth your Word, Lord, 
And let there be light. 

“Open My Eyes, That I May See”
Open my eyes, that I may see
Glimpses of truth you have for me; 
Place in my hands the wonderful key
That shall unlock and set me free. 
Silently now, on bended knee, 
Ready I wait your will to see; 
Open my eyes, illumine me, 
Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear
Voices of truth you send so clear; 
And while the message sounds in my ear, 
Everything false will disappear. 
Silently now, on bended knee, 
Ready I wait your will to see; 
Open my ears, illumine me, 
Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear
Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 
Open my heart, and let me prepare
Love with your children thus to share. 
Silently now, on bended knee, 
Ready I wait your will to see; 
Open my heart, illumine me, 
Spirit divine!
 
“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”
He’s got the whole world in his hands, 
He’s got the whole world in his hands, 
He’s got the whole world in his hands, 
He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands, 
He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands, 
He’s got the wind and the rain in his hands, 
He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got the tiny little baby in his hands, 
He’s got the tiny little baby in his hands, 
He’s got the tiny little baby in his hands, 
He’s got the whole world in his hands. 

He’s got you and me, brother, in his hands, 
He’s got you and me, sister, in his hands, 
He’s got all of us together in his hands, 
He’s got the whole world in his hands. 







[bookmark: _GoBack] “Open The Eyes of my Heart”
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You

To see You high and lifted up
Shinin' in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You

To see You high and lifted up
Shinin' in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy

To see You high and lifted up
Shinin' in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy

To see You high and lifted up
Shinin' in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy

Holy, holy, holy
We cry holy, holy, holy
You are holy, holy, holy
I want to see you

Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
You are holy, holy, holy
I want to see you

[image: Right-Click on the filename below to download this image and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]


Please order a lily for me.  Plants will cost $12.00 each.  Fill in the lines below exactly as you wish it to appear in the bulletin; (i.e., Mr., or Mrs., or 
Miss, etc.)  DEADLINE to order a lily is March 26, 2023.
(Please attach payments to this form and place either in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.)  PLEASE  PRINT CLEARLY !!!!

IN LOVING MEMORY OF________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

OR

IN HONOR OF___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN GRATITUDE FOR_________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

BY

NAME:______________________________________________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________

# OF LILIES ORDERED  __________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 		

(Make checks payable to: St. John United Church of Christ)


 
Brotherhood
Semi-Annual
Meat Sale

March 21, 2023 is
last day to Pre-order
March 31/April 1 Pickup
9:00am to 12:00pm
Pre-orders Mandatory




We will be accepting pre-orders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning 
March 31/April 1 from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Due to Illinois state regulations no meat 
can be returned to Meat market thus pre-orders are now mandatory.  Please have 
all preorders back to Brotherhood by March 21.  Please make checks payable to 
St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 

Name___________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________Cash_________ Check_______
	
	QUANTITY
	PRICE
	TOTAL

	Pork sausage link 1#
	_________
	$6.00
	_________

	Pork sausage bulk 1#
	_________
	$6,00
	_________

	Bacon
	_________
	$9.00
	_________

	Bratwurst 1#
	_________
	$6.00
	_________

	Metwurst Ring
	_________
	$6.00
	_________

	Pork ring (liver sausage)
	_________
	$6.00
	_________

	Blood Sausage
	__________
	$6.00
	_________



HEAD CHEESE                                           __________         $6.00               _________

Sliced Summer Sausage	              __________          $15.00            _________

Hot Sticks		              __________          $26.00            _________
The following items are to be priced at time of pick-up.

FULL HAM_______,   HALF HAM_________, PORK LOIN ____________,

PORK RIBS ________, SUMMER SAUSAGE __________, BACK BONES_________,

½ SUMMER SAUSAGE_______, TENDERLOIN ________________,

 SMOKED PORK CHOPS ________, PORK STEAKS _____________
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