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WE COME TO WORSHIP GOD
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC, WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                          

BELLS CALLING TO WORSHIP                               

A STORY FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN                        Psalm 121             
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth…The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore. (Psalm 121:2, 8)

PRELUDE AND CENTERING OUR HEARTS ON WORSHIP
           Chorale Prelude on ‘Abide With Me’     arr. Parks & DeCou

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER1  Psalm 121, Genesis 12 & John 3  
Look to the mountains and know this truth:  God, our help, is stronger, larger, and mightier than the mightiest mountain.
God’s help is stronger than any trouble this world can throw our way.
God calls with a blessing.
	Our help is in God.
God calls with a promise.
	Our help is in God.
God calls through our questions.
	Our help is in God.
God calls through the Spirit.
	Our help is in God.
Let us pray together:	
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Spirit of help and hope, be with us this day.  Breathe into our prayers and praise.  Breathe into our spirits.  Breathe into our worship with your promise of help, your promise of rebirth, and your promise of blessing.  In faith and trust, we pray.  Amen.
            
*HYMN	             “To God Be the Glory”	                       #66

*UNISON STATEMENT OF FAITH
Let us state our faith together using “A New Creed” of The United Church of Canada.
	We believe in God:
		Who has created and is creating,
	Who has come in the true Man, Jesus,
		To reconcile and make new,
		Who works in us and others by his Spirit.
	We trust him.
	He calls us to be his church:
		To celebrate his presence,
		To love and serve others,
		To seek justice and resist evil,
		To proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
		Our judge and our hope.
	In life, in death, in life beyond death,
		God is with us.
	We are not alone.
	Thanks be to God.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON      Genesis 12:1-4a           pg. 9

ANTHEM                       In Remembrance                Chancel Choir                     

GOSPEL LESSON            John 3:1-17                                 pg. 88            

REFLECTION                         

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN       “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”         #132

PASTORAL PRAYER
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RESPONSE		   “The Lord’s Prayer”   (One Amen)      #740
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

STEWARDSHIP INVITATION        

OFFERTORY         Beneath the Cross of Jesus	              arr. Duro

*SUNG RESPONSE   “Let Us Break Bread Together”       #699
Let us break bread together on our knees; 
let us break bread together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
let us drink wine together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us praise God together on our knees; 
let us praise God together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION1   
	God, our help and our hope, bless these gifts, that they may bring help to the needy and hope to the despairing.  Bless us this day, that our very lives may be gifts of help and hope for your world.  Amen. 

INVITATION1 WITH SILENT CONFESSION   
The God who made heaven and earth has created us in God’s glorious image.  Yet we fall short of God’s desire and turn away.  Let us silently confess our sins and return to God’s ways………… “God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  Indeed, we are forgiven.  Come to God’s banquet table and partake.  Remember the blessings we have received and the blessings we are called to be.  Come to be blessed.  Come to be fed.  Come, for the Spirit is calling, inviting us to be nourished and born anew.                                        

COMMUNION PRAYER 
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BREAKING, POURING AND PARTAKING

*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
	Holy God, you so love the world that you save us and direct us to bless your people and creation.  We thank you for this Holy Meal that inspires and empowers us for faithful discipleship as we go where you send us, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

*HYMN & NOISY OFFERING FOR KIELCE POLISH CHURCH ASSISTING THE PEOPLE OF THE UKRAINE                   
                                  “Blessed Assurance”                         #426

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE	               O Worship the King 		  arr. Smith       

1Adapted From The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023.  Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press.  Used by permission.

[bookmark: _Hlk85625547][bookmark: _Hlk99003022][bookmark: _Hlk78527605][bookmark: _Hlk83971367][bookmark: _Hlk83283166]No matter our circumstances, “[our] help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:2, NRSV). We gather to worship our loving Creator. Welcome.

The bulletin is given in loving memory of my niece, Sharon, by Glenda Mitchell. 

[bookmark: _Hlk78875246]If you would like to place flowers on the altar, and pick them up after church or on Monday, please call Donna Streid at (618) 877-7767. If you would like to sponsor the bulletins, please call the church office at (618) 877-6060. The next available dates to sponsor the bulletin are May 7th and May 21st. 

Thank you to Conyr Fischer for serving as liturgist, to Allison Reynolds for serving as acolyte, to Garret Garner for greeting, and to Chris McMillan for serving as guest organist today. 

THIS WEEK
Today:		 In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			 Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.
			 Communion & Noisy Offering
			 Confirmation, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
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Monday: 		 Al-Anon, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
			 Evening Guild, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday:		 Quilters, 8:30 a.m.
			 Bible Study, 12:30 p.m.
			 Building & Grounds Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 	 Reservations for Brotherhood St. Patrick’s Day 
			 Party Due  
			 TOPS, 9:00 a.m.
			 Lenten Service at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
			 12:00 p.m.
			 Bell Choir, 5:30 p.m.
			 Chancel Choir, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday: 	 Council Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
			 Granite City Community Band Rehearsal, 6:15-
			 9:45 p.m.
Saturday: 	 TCAAH Bingo/Art Craft/Birthday Party, Youth Side 
Next Sunday: Daylight Saving Time Begins
			 Remembering March 8, 1871
			 In-person and Zoom Worship, 9:30 a.m.
			 Sunday School for Children, 9:30 a.m.
			 Girl Scout Sunday
			 Confirmation, 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

MISSION OF THE MONTH
Our March Mission of the Month is dedicated to the APA Shelter. We are asking members to bring unwanted blankets, pillows, and pet beds to donate to the shelter. Talk to Janice Weeks if you have any questions

FIRST QUARTER NOISY OFFERING
Our first quarter Noisy Offering is designated for the Kielce Polish church helping Ukrainians. 

FOOD BOX PACKING & DISTRIBUTION 
Thank you to everyone who donated funds, food, and time to make this food box distribution a success! 

EVENING GUILD
Our next meeting is a Lenten Quiet Hour at 6:30 p.m. tomorrow, March 6th, preceded by a salad dinner. All in attendance are asked to bring a side dish. 
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BROTHERHOOD
The men’s Brotherhood is hosting a St. Patrick’s Day Dinner on March 13th, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. Guest speaker, Barb Kay, will be giving a presentation on The Unsinkable Molly Brown, who was the daughter of Irish Immigrants. Reservations are required for 
this event and should be made no later than Wednesday, March 8, 2023. You can call the church office (618-877-6060) or send 
an email to stjohnucc2901gc@yahoo.com to make your reservations. 

BROTHERHOOD SPRING MEAT SALE
The Brotherhood meat sale order forms will be due on Tuesday, March 21st. Pickup for meat orders will be from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. on Friday March 31st & Saturday, April 1st. Order forms were included in the March edition of the Herald and are available in the weekly bulletins and on the website (stjohnuccgranitecity.com) under the events tab. 

[image: ]
FRÜHLING MARKET & VENDOR FAIR
The Frühling Market & Vendor Fair is BACK ON!!! So, if you hadn’t already, mark your calendars for Saturday March 25th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. There will be all kinds of items available from 30 vendors. We’ll also have a variety of snacks available for purchase while you shop! 

[image: ]
LENTEN SCHEDULE
Mark your March/April calendars for these services and activities.
March 19, One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
March 26, Confirmands’ Presentation Sunday
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April 2, Palm/Passion Sunday, Communion, Rite of Confirmation, Fellowship Hour
April 6, Maundy Thursday, Confirmands’ & Family, Baptism Sponsors, Prayer Partners commune at the Table
April 9, Easter Sunday, Communion, Fellowship Hour
[bookmark: _Hlk125369416]
[image: ]
LENTEN, MAUNDY THURSDAY, AND EASTER
 SPECIAL OFFERINGS
This year the Council has designated our Lenten special envelope, coin folder, and Maundy Thursday offerings to Kindercottage to help with necessary playground and groundskeeping updates. Kindercottage has a wonderful ministry with families of young children to help them be safe, healthy, and successful as they grow and to know they are beloved children of God. If you have computer access, check out their website at https://www.unipreskindercottage.org/.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
On the Fourth Sunday of Lent, which is March 19 this year, the United Church of Christ and our Ecumenical Partners join together for the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. “When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing, you deploy resources to people in need all around the world, and in our own communities. When man-made or natural disasters strike, love responds. Not just for the immediate future, but for the long haul. When you give to One Great Hour of Sharing, you are working alongside families to restore not only structures but hope. Your giving ensures that no matter how difficult the situation, Love remains.”
Again, be sure to clearly label offerings so the counters can properly credit them. Offering envelopes were included in the March edition of the Herald. 

SCRIP
The next order will be submitted the third Sunday of March.  Master list of vendors and St. John “favorites” order forms are on the table in the narthex. Please take home with you 
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to view at your leisure. Cards are great as gifts but also easy to use personally. Contact Melissa Lane at 314-575-7627 or Betty Meszaros at 618-451-1968 if any questions.

OUR PRAYERS
[bookmark: _Hlk90538352]Nursing, Assisted, & Independent Living
Earl Buenger, Marcia Buenger, Ruth Buer, Hilde Few, JoAnn King, Karen Luddeke, Leonard Schaefer, and Jerry Shonk.
At Home
Karen Anders, Chloe Affolter, Isabella Boyer, Carol Braundmeier, Christopher Clark, Myra Cook, Bonnie Fornaszewski, Mary Franz, Luitgard Fries, Melba Grady, Lou Hasse, Norman Hente, Chuck King, Cindy Meyer, Sandy Mueller, Cliff Robertson, Merle Rose, Marge Schmidt, June Stille, and Nancy Wilson. 
Illinois South Conference
Murphysboro St. Peter’s UCC. Nashville St. Paul UCC, Rev. Bev Kahle. Retired Pastor, Rev. Chris and Lena Edwards, Converse, TX. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Genesis 12:1-4a
12 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. 
John 3:1-17
3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of 
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the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.

[bookmark: _Hlk125619294][bookmark: _Hlk118272532]Try our QR code! This little square will take you directly to our secure MyVanco website where you can contribute to any of our various funds. Just follow three simple steps: 

1. Open your smart phone’s camera app
2. [image: Qr code

Description automatically generated]Aim the camera at the black and white square below and a link will appear on your screen. 
3. Click the link and you’ll be directed to our donations website. From there, you can select a fund to which you’d like to make a contribution.

Thank you!
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[bookmark: _Hlk124408956]CALL FOR INFORMATION
Bell Choir – Talk to Kathy Morris, 618-210-6095
Cemetery – Talk to Kathy Montgomery, 618-876-5811
Chancel Choir – Talk to John Nitchman, President, 618-288-5297
Council –  Talk to Kiki Cochran, President, 618-797-2511 or Donna Brandes, Vice President, 618-802-1072
Evening Guild – Talk to Christie Roth, 618-931-6194
Financial Reports – Talk to Mike Seibold, Treasurer, 618-792-4301 
Angela Potter, 618-877-6060 church office
Heavenly Stars – Talk to Betty Meszaros, 618-451-1968
Karen Gaines, 618-288-0845
Herald – Talk to Angela Potter 618-877-6060 church office
Hilltoppers – Talk to Dee Roethemeyer, 618-876-6860
[bookmark: _Hlk33522383]Historian – Talk to Sandy Dawson, 618-931-3467
Men’s Brotherhood – Talk to Chuck Hasse, 618-876-0936,
Dave Douglas, 618-452-3336
Quilters – Talk to Sandy Dawson 618-931-3467 
Doris Peterson 618-877-1606
Sausage Dinner – Talk to Donna Brandes, 618-802-1072
Nancy Jacobs, 618-931-0673
Scrip Orders – Talk to Melissa Lane, 314-575-7627 or Betty Meszaros 618-451-1968
Sunday School – Talk to Donna Brandes, 618-802-1072
Youth Fellowship – Talk to Sharon O’Toole, 314-420-1548
[image: https://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/j/ja/jar_21834.jpg]

[bookmark: _Hlk106357555][bookmark: _Hlk100666888][bookmark: _Hlk97284971][bookmark: _Hlk100228143]“To God Be the Glory”
To God be the glory, 
Great things he hath done; 
So loved he the world
That he gave us his Son, 
Who yielded his life
An atonement for sin, 
And opened the life-gate
That all may go in. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father
Through Jesus the Son, 
And give him the glory, 
Great things he hath done. 

O perfect redemption, 
The purchase of blood, 
To every believer
The promise of God; 
The vilest offender
Who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus
A pardon receives. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father
Through Jesus the Son, 
And give him the glory, 
Great things he hath done. 

Great things he hath taught us, 
Great things he hath done, 
And great our rejoicing
Through Jesus the Son; 
But purer and higher
And greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport
When Jesus we see. 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father
Through Jesus the Son, 
And give him the glory, 
Great things he hath done. 

“Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart, 
Free it from sin, through all its pulses move. 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are, 
And make me love you as I ought to love. 

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, 
No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 
No angel visitant, no opening skies, 
But take the dimness of my soul away.

Did you not bid us love you, God and King, 
Love you with all our heart and strength and mind? 
I see your cross - there teach my heart to cling. 
O let me seek you and O let me find!

Teach me to feel that you are always nigh; 
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 

Teach me to love you as your angels love, 
One holy passion filling all my frame: 
The baptism of the heaven-descended Dove, 
My heart an altar, and your love the flame.





“The Lord’s Prayer” 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom,
And the power, 
And the glory, forever, 
Amen. 



























“Blessed Assurance”
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 















We will be accepting pre-orders for pick-up on Friday and Saturday morning 
March 31/April 1 from 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Due to Illinois state regulations no meat 
can be returned to Meat market thus pre-orders are now mandatory.  Please have 
all preorders back to Brotherhood by March 21.  Please make checks payable to 
St. John United Church of Christ Brotherhood. 
Name___________________________________________________________

Phone __________________________________Cash_________ Check_______
	
	QUANTITY
	PRICE
	TOTAL

	Pork sausage link 1#
	_________
	$6.00
	_________

	Pork sausage bulk 1#
	_________
	$6,00
	_________

	Bacon
	_________
	$9.00
	_________

	Bratwurst 1#
	_________
	$6.00
	_________

	Metwurst Ring
	_________
	$6.00
	_________

	Pork ring (liver sausage)
	_________
	$6.00
	_________

	Blood Sausage
	__________
	$6.00
	_________



HEAD CHEESE                                           __________         $6.00               _________

Sliced Summer Sausage	              __________          $15.00            _________

Hot Sticks		              __________          $26.00            _________
The following items are to be priced at time of pick-up.

FULL HAM_______,   HALF HAM_________, PORK LOIN ____________,

PORK RIBS ________, SUMMER SAUSAGE __________, BACK BONES_________,

½ SUMMER SAUSAGE_______, TENDERLOIN ________________,

 SMOKED PORK CHOPS ________, PORK STEAKS _____________



Brotherhood
Semi-Annual
Meat Sale

March 21, 2023 is
last day to Pre-order
March 31/April 1 Pickup
9:00am to 12:00pm
Pre-orders Mandatory



[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Right-Click on the filename below to download this image and choose "Save Target As" or "Save Link As"]


Please order a lily for me.  Plants will cost $12.00 each.  Fill in the lines below exactly as you wish it to appear in the bulletin; (i.e., Mr., or Mrs., or 
Miss, etc.)  DEADLINE to order a lily is March 26, 2023.
(Please attach payments to this form and place either in the offering plate or bring it to the church office.)  PLEASE  PRINT CLEARLY !!!!

IN LOVING MEMORY OF________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

OR

IN HONOR OF___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

OR

IN GRATITUDE FOR_________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

BY

NAME:______________________________________________________

ADDRESS:___________________________________________________

TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________

# OF LILIES ORDERED  __________ 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 		

(Make checks payable to: St. John United Church of Christ)
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